Do you need
the Holy Spirit
to understand the Bible?
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Jesus’ promises to the disciples

John 14:26
» Holy Spirit

* Teach them
everything

* Remind them
what Jesus said




Jesus’ promises to the disciples

John 14:26 John 16:13
* Holy Spirit » Spirit of truth
* Teach them » Guide you into
everything all truth

 Remind them * Show things to
what Jesus said come




Roman Catholic claims

“...[Holy] Tradition transmits
in its entirety the Word of 7 T
God... to the successors of Catholic
the apostles so that, Church
enlightened by the Spirit of
truth, they may faithfully
preserve, expound and
spread it abroad by their
preaching.”

Catechism

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 81
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Roman Catholic claims

“...the Church does not derive her
certainty about all revealed truths from the
holy Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and
Tradition must be accepted and

honoured...”
Scripture Tradition
The Holy The Church’s [STEEs
Bible interpretation ‘dﬂd “f

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 82

of the Bible




Roman Catholic claims

“...The task of giving an authentic
interpretation of the Word of God, whether

in its|written form|or in the form of

Tradition, has been entrusted to the living

teaching office of the Church alone.”

Scripture

The Holy
Bible

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 82

Tradition

The Church’s S

Catholic

interpretation Rexe
of the Bible BSSS




Roman Catholic claims

“...The task of giving an authentic
interpretation of the Word of God, whether

in its|written form

or in the form of
Tradition, has been entrusted to the living

teaching office of the Church alone.”

Scripture

The Holy
Bible

Both are seen
as the Word of
God

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 82

Tradition

The Church’s S

Catholic

interpretation Chareh
of the Bible BSSS




Roman Catholic claims

Mindful of Christ's
words to his apostles:
“He who hears you,
hears me”, the faithful

receive with docility f i o me
the teachings and \.______“

directives...

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 87




Jesus Scripture
| The Holy
Apostles Bible
Popes Tradition:
Church
Interpretation
People

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 87
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St Peter’s Chair

Teaching ,ex' 3
cathedra,,Rope P1 '
XIl solemnly \
declares the dogma |
of the Assumption
. of Mary Most Holy,
" November 1, 1950.




Does this
claim fit the

teachings of
the Bible”?




Evangelical claims

Source: The Holy
Spirit in Your
Teaching, Roy B.
Zuck (Wheaton:
Victor Books 1984)
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Evangelical claims

The Holy Spirit, as the (helper) is
available to help believers
ascertain the correct meaning of
the Bible's statements, commands,
and questions.

14
Source: The Holy Spirit in Your Teaching, Roy B. Zuck




Evangelical claims

In inspiration the Holy Spirit superintended the
authors in order to override any human error.

In interpretation the Holy Spirit guides but He
does not guard against infallibility.

To elevate one's interpretations to the level of
infallibility would blur the distinctions between
inspiration... and interpretation.

Also it would ascribe to Protestants a level of
infallibility for human leaders which evangelicals
reject in Roman Catholicism.

Source: The Holy Spirit in Your Teaching, Roy B. Zuck
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Evangelical claims

In interpretation the Holy Spirit guides but He
does not guard against infallibility.

John 16:13

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth:

16
Source: The Holy Spirit in Your Teaching, Roy B. Zuck




Evangelical claims

Students of the Bible, even though they are
devout and are Spirit-taught, must admit that the
correct interpretation of at least some passages
simply cannot be fully ascertained this side of
heaven.

John 14:26

But the Comforter... he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.

17
Source: The Holy Spirit in Your Teaching, Roy B. Zuck




Spirit-guidance for The Apostles

John 14:26 John 16:13
* Holy Spirit « Spirit of truth
* Teach them everything ||« Guide you into all
 Remind them what truth
Jesus said « Show things to come

Spirit-guidance for today?

Will occasionally
get interpretation
wrong

Don’t understand
all Scripture

18




Does this
claim fit the

teachings of
the Bible”?




How was the
Holy Spirit
passed on?
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Acts 8

Verse

Event

5,6

Philip preached Christ at Samaria

22




Acts 8

Verse | Event
5,0 Philip preached Christ at Samaria
9-11 |Simon the magician
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Acts 8

Verse | Event

5,0 Philip preached Christ at Samaria

9-11 |Simon the magician

12 Many believed the message and were baptized
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Acts 8

Verse

Event

5,6

Philip preached Christ at Samaria

9-11

Simon the magician

12

Many believed the message and were baptized

14-16

Peter and John prayed that the people might
receive the Holy Spirit

25




Acts 8

Verse | Event

5,0 Philip preached Christ at Samaria

9-11 |Simon the magician

12 Many believed the message and were baptized
Peter and John prayed that the people might
14-16 . .
receive the Holy Spirit
17 Peter and John laid their hands on the people

who then received the Holy Spirit

26




Acts 8

Verse | Event

5,0 Philip preached Christ at Samaria

9-11 |Simon the magician

12 Many believed the message and were baptized

14-16 | Peter and John prayed

Laid their hands on the people, they received

lg the Holy Spirit

Simon wanted Peter and John's ability to pass

le on the power by laying on hands. 27




By laying

Who received | From
Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
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By laying

Who received | From
Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
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By laying

Who received | From
Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
Acts 9:17 | Paul V] Ananias
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Who received | From By laying

Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
Acts 9:17 | Paul | Ananias

Acts 10:44 | Cornelius V]
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Who received | From By laying

Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
Acts 9:17 | Paul | Ananias

Acts 10:44 | Cornelius V]

Acts 19:1-7 | John's disciples V] Paul
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Who received | From By laying

Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
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Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
Acts 9:17 | Paul | Ananias
Acts 10:44 | Cornelius |
Acts 19:1-7 | John's disciples V] Paul
2 Tim 1:6 | Timothy V] Paul
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Who received | From By laying

Passage : on of From whom
it heaven
hands
Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles v]
Acts 8:17 | Samaritans V] Peter and John
Acts 9:17 | Paul | Ananias
Acts 10:44 | Cornelius |
Acts 19:1-7 | John's disciples V] Paul
2 Tim 1:6 | Timothy V] Paul
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Who received From

Passage it heaven

What'’s special?

Divine approval for start of

Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles V] Apostle’s preaching work

Acts 8:17 | Samaritans

Acts 9:17 | Paul

Acts 10:44 | Cornelius V]

Acts 19:1-

7 John's disciples

2 Tim 1:6° | Timothy 35




Who received From

Passage it heaven

What'’s special?

Divine approval for start of

Acts 2:1-4 | The Apostles V] Apostle’s preaching work

Acts 8:17 | Samaritans

Acts 9:17 | Paul

Divine approval for first
Gentiles converted

Acts 10:44 | Cornelius V]

Acts 19:1-

7 John's disciples

2 Tim 1:6° | Timothy 36




How was the Holy Spirit passed on?

* Only directly from
heaven twice

* By laying on of hands

* Philip could not, Peter
and John could, Paul
could




How was the Holy Spirit passed on?
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Only directly from
heaven twice

By laying on of hands

Philip could not, Peter
and John could, Paul
could

This power would fade
with the death of the
Apostles




How did the
= 2 Apostles come
¥ to understand?




Luke 24:44-47

“45 Then opened he their understanding, that
they might understand the scriptures”

40



they might

Luke 24:44-47 - ing"
“45 Then opened he theirjunderstanding| that

understand

the scriptures”

41



Luke 24:44-47 . 4

“45 Then opened he theirjunderstanding| that
they might junderstand fthe scriptures”

"put together, comprehend”




Question: how did Jesus
open their mind to
understand?

Was there a power (Holy
Spirit) affecting the
hearers’ brains?

43
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Luke 24:44-47 -, ing"

“45 Then opened he their understandingl that
they mightjunderstand fthe scriptures”

"put together, comprehend”

v44

And he said unto them, These are the
words which | spake unto you, while |
was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.







How did the Apostles understand?

* Jesus opened their
minds to understand, ie
comprehend, put
together, the Scriptures

* He explained how his
death and resurrection
fulfilled Old Testament

prophecy

47



Was there a power (<
(Holy Spirit)
affecting the

hearers’ brains?

No, they heard
Jesus’ words and
understood them p




What did the
= 2 Apostles come
¥ to understand?




What was the message?

v44

All things written to be fulfilled
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What was the message?

v44

All things written to be fulfilled

v46

Necessary for Christ to suffer
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What was the message?

v44

All things written to be fulfilled

v46

Necessary for Christ to suffer

v46

and to rise from the dead the third day
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What was the message?

v44

All things written to be fulfilled

v46

Necessary for Christ to suffer

v46

and to rise from the dead the third day

v4’

Repentance and remission of sins to be
preached

53




What was the message?

v44

All things written to be fulfilled

v46

Necessary for Christ to suffer

v46

and to rise from the dead the third day

v4’

Repentance and remission of sins to be
preached

v47

Disciples to be withesses

o4




What did the
Apostles
preach?




Jesus’ promises to the disciples

John 14:26 /m

- HOIy Spi rit /1 v44 | All things written to be fulfilled \

. TeaCh them 2 |v46 | Necessary for Christ to suffer
everything oCE=

o Remind them E\vf:l? Disciples to be withesses /
what Jesus said S~

3 |v46 | and to rise from the dead the third day

Repentance and remission of sins to be

56



Jesus’ promises to the disciples

Luke 24:44-47

 Understand

Jesus’ work as
the fulfilment of
Old Testament

prophecy

ey —y—

o7



Luke it Acts
24 M 2
All things written to
VA% be fulflled V23
v46 | Christ to be killed
VA6 and to rise from the
dead the third day
Repentance and
V47 |remission of sins to
be preached
VAT Disciples to be

withesses
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Luke it Acts
24 M 2
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Luke it Acts

24 M 2
All things written to

VA% be fulflled V23

v46 | Christ to be killed v23
and to rise from the

V&8 joad the third day | Y22
Repentance and

V47 |remission of sins to
be preached

VAT Disciples to be

withesses
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Luke it Acts

24 M 2
All things written to

VA% be fulflled V23

v46 | Christ to be killed v23
and to rise from the

V&8 joad the third day | Y22
Repentance and

V47 |remissionofsinsto | v38
be preached

VAT Disciples to be

withesses
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Luke it Acts

24 M 2
All things written to

VA% be fulflled V23

v46 | Christ to be killed v23
and to rise from the

V&8 joad the third day | Y22
Repentance and

V47 |remissionofsinsto | v38
be preached

VAT Disciples to be V32

withesses
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Luke ltem Acts

24 2 3 8 10 | 13

vaq |Nthingswrittento | oq )\ qg va3 | v29
be fulfilled

v46 | Christ to be killed v23 vi14 v35 | v39 | v29
and to rise from the

v46 dead the third day v24 v15 v40 | v30
Repentance and

V47 |remissionofsinsto | v38 v19 v43 | v38
be preached

BERE “'sciples o be V32 | vi5 va1 | v31
withesses

63




Jesus’ promises to the disciples
John 14:26

Remind them what

Jesus said

[v] The five

Luke Item Acts

24 2 3 8 10 | 13

Y I I W BRVT: va3 |v29
e fuffilled

v46 | Christto be killed v23 vi4 | v35 | v39 |v29
and to rise from the

v46 dead the third day v24 v15 v40 |v30
Repentance and

V47 |remission of sinsto | V38 v19 v43 |v38
be preached
Disciples to be

va7 : V32 v15 v41 |v31
witnesses

statements
relating to
Jesus' saving
work

64



Luke Acts
ltem
24 2 3 8 |10 | 13
vid All things written to be Deut
fulfilled 18:18
. . Ps S' |Ps
v46 | Christ to be killed 16:8-10 9,? 16:10
Ps % Ps
VA6 and to rise from the dead 16:8-10; Isa P 2:7:
the third day 110:1 53:7,8| L |Gen
o [12:3
=
Va7 Repentance and remission Gen O |Hab
of sins to be preached 12:3 3 115
v47 | Disciples to be witnesses <00 65

2:28-32







Luke Acts
Item
24 2 3 8§ |10 | 13
vid All things written to be Deut
fulfilled 18:18
. . Ps S' |Ps
vd6 | Christ to be killed 1618t . o 116110
Quotations | ©
Ps f “th = |Ps
g |andtorise from the dead | 16 rom €13 |27
the third day 11 Law" L Gen
o 112:3
_CC)
Va7 Repentance and remission Gen O |Hab
of sins to be preached 12:3 S 115
- . Joel
v47 | Disciples to be witnesses 9:98.30 67




Luke Acts
Item
24 2 3 | 8 [10| 13
vid All things written to be Deut
fulfilled 18:18
v46 | Christ to be Kiled ?2-8- 0 %UOT@S fg o
' rom '
Ps & Ps
V46 and to rise from the dead | 16:8-10; the n |27,
the third day 110:1 Psalms _|[Gen
o |12:3
=
Va7 Repentance and remission Gen O |Hab
of sins to be preached 12:3 S 115
v47 | Disciples to be witnesses el 68

2:28-32




Luke Acts
Item
24 2 3 | 8 |10 13
All things written to be Deut
VA4 fulfiled
Quotes from "the
v46 | Christ to be killed Prophets”
— E,:)D, oo
Ps = |Ps
VA6 and to rise from the dead | 16:810; Isa & | 2:7;
the third day 110:f 53:7,8| L |Gen
o 123
=
Va7 Repentance and remission Gen O |[Hab
of sins to be preached 12:3 S 15
- . Joel
v47 | Disciples to be witnesses 9:98.30 69




Jesus’ promises to the disciples

Luke

Acts

Item
24 2 3 8 10| 13
All things written to be Deut
V4| ulflled 18:18
: : Ps o |Ps
v46 | Christ to be killed 16:8-10 %) 16:10
Ps éi Ps
V46 and to rise from the dead 16:8-10; Isa S |27
the third day 110:1 53.7,8 ; Gen
o 123
=
VAT Repentance and remission Gen S |Hab
of sins to be preached 12:3 ® |15
e , Joel
v47 | Disciples to be withesses 2-98-32

Quotations
v from the

Law, Psalms

and Prophets

Luke 24:44-47

 Understand Jesus’ work as the fulfilment

of Old Testament prophecy

70



Jesus’ promises to the disciples
John 14:26

Remind them what

Jesus said

[v] The five

Luke Item Acts

24 2 3 8 10 | 13

Y I I W BRVT: va3 |v29
e fuffilled

v46 | Christto be killed v23 vi4 | v35 | v39 |v29
and to rise from the

v46 dead the third day v24 v15 v40 |v30
Repentance and

V47 |remission of sinsto | V38 v19 v43 |v38
be preached
Disciples to be

va7 : V32 v15 v41 |v31
witnesses

statements
relating to
Jesus' saving
work

71



What about the hearers?

Was there a power
(Holy Spirit)
affecting the
hearers’ brains?

72



What about the hearers?

Was there a power
(Holy Spirit)
affecting the
hearers’ brains?

No, they heard the
Apostles’ words and
understood them




How did the
Apostles
preach?

. _1;-' 4 Just like their Master — by
. /% B piecing the Scriptures
AR together




This I1s how to understand the Bible...

...read it carefully, from beginning to
end, allowing it to interpret itself

75



Acts 17:11

...they received the
word with all readiness
of mind, and searched

the scriptures daily,
whether those things
were So...

76



Acts 17:11,12

v11

...they received the
word with all readiness
of mind, and searched

the scriptures daily,
whether those things
were Sso...

v12

...therefore many of
them believed...

77



Acts 17:11,12

v11 v12

...they received the ...therefore many of
word with all readiness them believed...

of mind, and searched

the scriptures daily,

whether those things

were So...

"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God”

Romans 10:17




The right mindset is essential

v11

...they received the
word with all readiness
of mind, and searched
the scriptures dally,
whether those things
were So...

Alacrity:
forwardness of
mind (Strong)

79



The right mindset is essential

v11

...they received the
word with all readiness

of mind, and searched
the scriptures dally,
whether those things
were so...

“...ye received it not
as the word of men,
but as it is In truth, the
word of God, which
effectually worketh
also in you that

believe.”
1 Thess 2:13

to be active, efficient:—
do, (be) effectual
(fervent), be mighty in
(S5trong)



The Power of God

“For | am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of

God unto salvation.”
Romans 1:16

“...ye received it not
as the word of men,
but as it is In truth, the
word of God, which
effectually worketh
also in you that

believe.”
1 Thess 2:13

to be active, efficient:—
do, (be) effectual
(fervent), be mighty in
(S5trong)



Do you need
the Holy Spirit
to understand the Bible?




Slides availabe at
www.nqwhite.co.uk/spirit.htm



